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A message from the principal  
 

When writing the last Bobcat Bulletin of the year, I always take time to reflect on how the 

school year has gone. This year, my thoughts drifted beyond this particular year and back to 

2004 when I changed from being a math teacher to an administrator.   

I was very fortunate to be able to work alongside many fantastic teachers who taught me 

when I was a high school student at WD many years ago. Most, but not all, of these teachers 

are now enjoying retirement and are replaced with a fantastic group of new teachers who 

continue to make this a better school each year.  They continue to provide opportunities for 

students both in the classroom and through activities outside of the school day. I am very 

impressed with their level of commitment and dedication to our school and thoroughly en-

joy working with them. 

We have been very fortunate to enjoy many new facilities during my time as an administra-

tor. The new gym, locker rooms, weight room and commons were added 10 years ago, and 

we cannot imagine our school without these facilities.  This year we are still marveling at 

the beautiful new auditorium for us to use as well. We just approved the bids for the new 

Industrial Technology building which will be completed this fall. It has been a great joy to 

watch these facilities become part of our high school and to see the opportunities they have 

provided our students. 

We have always had good support for our school, but I believe the amount of parent and 

community support we have at this time must be an all-time high. When we are fortunate to 

send students to state competitions, our Bobcat Nation responds better than any school in 

the state. We see the same thing for all of our activities, and there are always people ready 

to lend a hand to support our students in their classes as well. 

This year we have continued our long history of success at WDHS,  and have had a great 

school year so far.  We truly are getting “Better Every Day” and want to thank everyone for 

all they do to make this a reality.   

Go Bobcats! 
 

-Dave Hoeger, WDHS Principal 

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.wdbqschools.org 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your email, please 

contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@wdbqschools.org or call her at 563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

Weather Related Make Up Days 

As of today, we have missed 2 days because of  weather relat-

ed issues.  The follow dates are the make up days:  
 

 April 7th will be a regular school day 

 May 26th will be a 3-hour early dismissal day 
 

NOTE: May 22 will now be a regular school day.  If we miss any more days, those 

days will be added on to the end of the school calendar. 
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Show choir synopsis  
 

BY EMILY BOGE 
 

The 2015 show choir season 

was a great success. The sea-

son began with a competition 

at Muscatine, where the Aris-

tocats placed first in their all-

female division. Their candy-

themed show allowed them to 

place high throughout the season, making it the best year of scoring 

for Western Dubuque’s Aristocats. Director Ms. Waterman thinks 

the auditorium has played a part in the Aristocats’ success. “It has 

given us the opportunity to rehearse in a space that is the same in 

which we compete.  It saved rehearsal time with set up, tear down 

and we could get right into rehearsal. It also has allowed us to split 

rehearsal time into two, so many different learning opportunities 

can happen at the same time. It has been wonderful to have the 

sound system at our fingertips when we want to use it and know it 

is reliable.  The auditorium has transformed how I teach!  We are 

truly blessed!” Ms. Waterman also motivated her girls through “a 

lot of motivational speeches and video clips; she also “brought in 

upperclassmen to help raise the bar more than in past years.” 5thAv-

enue, the varsity show choir at Western Dubuque, also kicked off 

their season at Muscatine. Having moved up to the 4A division this 

year, 5th Avenue was thrown in with some of the big dogs in Iowa 

show choir. Their show is about the end of the world and saving it 

took 5th Avenue to the final round in one of their five competitions. 

They, along with the Aristocats, finished their season at West Dela-

ware High School. The Aristocats and 5th Avenue will have their 

annual Pops Concert at 7:00 p.m. on May 12, 2015.  
 

On Feb. 26, 2015, the show choirs hosted the Main Event, a com-

petition for show choirs from many high schools around eastern 

Iowa. It was a very successful event, according to 5th Avenue Di-

rector Mrs. Tipple. “We had a great day. We hosted 13 performing 

groups and got many compliments from students, directors and 

parents alike.  The WD parents and students worked very hard to 

make the day run smoothly, and that was very apparent in the final 

product!” Waterman agrees, stating, “[At the Main Event] everyone 

was tickled with our new facilities and how smoothly the day ran.” 
 

Auditions for next year were held after school on Monday, March 

23. High school students were able to go to the choir room and 

learn the choreography for the audition dance. Then, after school 

on Tuesday, March 24, auditions began. Students could sign up for 

15 minute time slots. Middle school students learned the dance 

Monday, March 23 and Tuesday, March 24 during school, and au-

ditions were held on Wednesday, March 25 and Thursday, March 

26. According to the directors, show choir will be offered for two 

trimesters next year. “The class is to prepare for competition and 

competition season ends in March which is about the same time 

that second trimester ends,” Tipple states. “It’s very difficult for 

students to take courses that are three trimesters, and it’s not really 

necessary during the third trimester.  This way, students can take 

both show choir and another elective or course.” Both groups are 

excited for the next year and can’t wait to see what the directors 

have in mind for show ideas! 

Do’s and don’ts of high school 
 

BY TAYLOR FOX 
 

I asked students around school about some do’s and don’ts 

for high school students; these are the answers I received.  

Do’s:  

“Wear what you want.” – Chloe Meyers (10) 

“Stay to the right side of the hallway.” – Theresa Brehm (11) 

“Use your manners.” – Cat Sears (10) 

“Make good friends.” – Jennifer McCarron (10) 

“Make an effort for good grades.” – Brianna Kramer (10) 

“Be organized.” – Olivia Feldmann (9) 

“Be outgoing.” – Dylan Gadberry (9) 

“Be a decent human being.” – Cole Otting (12) 

“Be active in events.” – Megan Frommelt (10) 

“Respect your elders.” – Emily Boge (10) 

“Wait to do homework because you are older and therefore 

wiser.” – Summer Kruse (12) 

“Take lots of college classes, but take some opens.” – Me-

gan Lenane (12) 
 

Don’ts: 

“Don’t text and ‘drive’ in the hallways.”—Brady Tegeler 

(12)  

“Don’t be obnoxious.” – Cat Sears (10) 

“Don’t sweat the petty stuff.” – Jayde Gartner (12) 

“Don’t procrastinate.” – Danny Wolf (10) 

“Don’t act like you’re better than everyone.” – Maddie 

Frasher (11) 

“Don’t do drugs.” – Jackson Healey (10) 

“Don’t do PDA.” – Fenyx Southwick (10) 

“Don’t date.” – Meghan Cummer (12) 

“Don’t be a klutz.” – Sara McAuliffe (12) 

“Don’t take lots of opens. Take college classes, so you don’t 

have to take them in college.” – Katelyn Till (12) 

WDHS Senior Survivor 
 

BY BRADY TEGELER 
 

Like every year, Western Dubuque High School holds one of 

the most student anticipated events the school year has to 

offer, Senior Survivor. Twelve senior students bravely stay 

at school overnight for several days, competitively facing 

each other in various activities to become the one and only 

Senior Survivor. This year’s theme is none other than the 

literary favorite, “The Hunger Games.” This year’s contest-

ants are Mikaela Armstrong, Molly Theis, Lisa Greenwood, 

Catherine McCoy, Spencer Haldeman, Payton Hilby, Dylan 

McClain, Brady Tegeler, Ally Zauche, Kaitlyn Sola, 

Nathalie Digman and Sara McAuliffe. This year, students 

participated in physical and academic challenges, such as an 

obstacle course, ‘weird’ food challenges, a talent show and a 

dance competition. The overall competition, which lasts one 

week, resulted in Catherine McCoy as the victor. Congratu-

lations to our 2015 Senior Survivor!   
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Greece or bust! 

BY THERESA BREHM 

Greek mythology will soon come to life for the Borderless Bobcats of 

Western Dubuque High School. They will have the experience of a 

lifetime from June 18 through June 27. Twenty-five students, chaper-

ones and teachers will be joining up with a group from Texas to travel 

to Athens, Greece and the surrounding islands. These lucky individuals 

will take part in a three-day cruise, after which they will ride by motor 

coach to visit the Temples of Olympian Zeus, Athena Nike, and Posei-

don and take walking tours through Athens, Ancient Ephesus, St. 

John’s Monastery and the Grotto of the Apocalypse, Rhodes and Lin-

dos, and Oia Village. The tour has been arranged through Education 

First Tour (EF Tours). According to Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones, “EF Tours 

have great insider experiences, such as knowledgeable local tour guides 

who will educate our students as they immerse themselves in a new 

culture, and thus create the best experience possible.” The cost of this 

trip is roughly $3,000, which will be used towards the local guides, 

food, airfare and entrance fees to museums. Student fundraising efforts 

were made through the selling of candles and handmade crafts. 
 

Ms. Kratochwill-Jones and Ms. Kennicott will be leading the trip. Ms. 

Kratochwill-Jones states, “Greece was chosen because it aligned with 

the curriculum in Cultures through Literature and Cultural Studies.” 

Ms. Kratochwill-Jones and Ms. Kennicott are the instructors of these 

classes.  Ms. Kratochwill-Jones hopes to show students the experience 

of a lifetime and help them see and experience another culture. Both 

instructors have previously traveled many places: Ms. Kennicott has 

traveled to Egypt, France, Spain, Turkey and Germany and Ms. 

Kratochwill-Jones has traveled to England and Scotland twice, Ireland 

and Italy. They both love to travel and wish to see more of the world. 

Courtney Glawe (11), a student participating in this excursion, is most 

excited to see the city of Athens. She wants to travel  because she sees 

it as an eye-opener to the rest of the world. She is excited about seeing 

another culture and seeing history in the way the world used to be. 

Glawe says, “It’s a good experience to have a broader view of the 

world.” 

Senior’s last words of wisdom 
BY JENNIFER MCCARRON 

‘Tis the season of graduation, and the seniors are wriggling in 

their seats, but before the departure of their beloved school, 

they offer their words of wisdom. 
 

“Never give up. Always believe in yourself.” 

Brandon Davidshofer 

“Do not procrastinate; being 

ahead is better than being be-

hind. DON’T BE CATTLE.” 

Becca Weber 

“Don’t slack off, and don’t be 

afraid to ask for help.” Gage 

Tabag 

The next pieces of advice came 

in list form: 

“Don’t care what other people 

say about you. You probably 

won’t see them in four years as it is.” 

“Make wise choices. Partying is not the an-

swer.” 

“Don’t get involved in the drama [of high 

school].” 

“Don’t put makeup on your face like it’s a 

crayon.” 

 “Always have money on you, even if it’s three 

dollars.” 

“PDA is NEVER okay.” 

“Don’t drive like an idiot.” 

“The world doesn’t revolve around you.” 

“Don’t be an Olympic athlete in gym class. Go home.” 

Although these words may seem harsh, it seems to them they 

are true. The philosophers of this list are Abby Hoffmann and 

Lainey German.  

WaMaC Art Show participants announced 
 

Congratulations to the following students who had work(s) selected for the 2015 WaMaC Art Show: Mikaela Armstrong (12), 

Molly Becker (12), Missy Cummer (10),  

Abby Handke (11), Marissa Hayes (12), Jillian Kennedy (11), Michael Klostermann (12), Megan Lenane (12), Tyler Mensen (10), 

Mackenzie Schumacher (10), Molly Theis (12), Katelynn Till (12), Nellie Welsh (12) and Kayla Winandy (11).                      

Some of this year’s 

selections for the show 

are pictured (L to R): 

“Picture of Innocence” 

by Jillian Kennedy 

(11), “In the Elements” 

by Mikaela Armstrong 

(12) and “A Day with 

the Goat” by Missy 

Cummer (10)  
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Blood drive 

BY DANNY WOLF 

Western Dubuque High School has been 

hosting their annual blood drive since the 

early 1990s.  This FBLA-ran event has be-

come an annual event. The blood that gets 

donated is used for those who need blood 

transfusions.  Ms. Christina Rose, co-advisor 

for FBLA with Mr. Doug Rolwes, was happy 

to report, “We made our quota and exceeded 

it by five pints.”  The blood drive was held 

on Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2015, and Mississippi 

Valley Regional Blood Center was the or-

ganization who was in charge of the dona-

tions.  All together, there were 110 people 

who donated, which has been the best turn-

out Ms. Rose and Mr. Rolwes have had in 

the past three years that they’ve worked at 

WDHS. There were 106 students who donat-

ed and 66 were first-time donors. Six teach-

ers also donated. For those who all donated, 

there was a chance to win a Fitbit. Austin 

Schwendinger (11) was this year’s lucky 

winner. Rose summed up the event, stating, 

“The blood 

drive had a 

good turnout, 

and we’re 

hoping it gets 

even better 

next year.” 

WDHS annual FFA banquet 

BY LAINEY GERMAN 

The West Dubuque FFA Chapter hosted 

their annual FFA Banquet on Thursday, 

March 26 in the Western Dubuque High 

School auditorium. This annual FFA Ban-

quet is hosted every year to show all the par-

ents, family and friends of the FFA students 

the chapter’s accomplishments throughout 

the year. The banquet meal was prepared by 

the Take & Bake class with the help of Ms. 

Walke-Pollitt, with awards following in the 

auditorium. The officer team of 2014-2015 

gave awards and speeches 

about the year and ended 

the event with the intro-

duction of the new offic-

ers for 2015-2016 school 

year. Congratulations to 

all new officers! 

Black and blue or white and gold? The dress that broke 

the Internet 

BY BRIANNA KRAMER 

The “dress debate” all started with a picture of a mother of the bride’s dress being 

posted on the Internet. Seeing that nobody could agree on the color of the dress, a 

member of the wedding party posted the picture on the social media site, Tumblr. 

After numerous likes and shares, the picture eventually spread to Buzzfeed, Face-

book and Twitter, causing a worldwide debate. People around the world could not 

agree on the colors of this mind-blowing dress. It seemed to be split down the mid-

dle; people either saw white fabric with a gold trim or blue fabric with a black trim. 

Students at Western Dubuque were surveyed to see if they could come to a consen-

sus.  

 

It wasn’t just average people disagreeing on this picture, though; celebrities, politi-

cians and even scientists could not come to a consensus. Kim Kardashian West 

wrote on social media, “I see white and gold, Kanye sees black and blue, who is 

color blind?” Scientists had many different theories about the reason everyone 

viewed this dress differently; they ranged from the number of blue cones in one’s 

eyes to a strange illusion and even that those who see blue have depression. The last 

theory has been proven wrong, but there is no definite answer why the perception of 

this dress is different to so many people. This is a truly amazing Internet phenome-

non popular due to the its simplicity and the fact that it is something people can re-

late to universally. Although the real dress was, in fact, black and blue, the true les-

son here is to realize that we all perceive the world around us differently. 

29%

44%

27%

WD's View on "The Dress"

White & Gold

Blue & Black

Both (It Switches)

Prom: “Hollywood Nights” 
 

BY TOM DANNER, LEADERSHIP ADVISOR 
 

Western Dubuque’s prom will be held from 8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. on Saturday, 

April 26 at the Peosta Community Center. The junior class has been working hard 

to make this a special night to remember. Ultimate Entertainment returns to provide 

the music, and Tom Bierie Photography will be taking pictures. There will also be 

plenty of snacks and drinks provided.    
 

The after-prom event will take place at the high school in the new auditorium im-

mediately following the dance. Jeff Michaels will be entertaining us with his hyp-

notism. Again, plenty of food and snacks will be provided. At the end of the show, 

door prizes will be given away. This is one of the last organized events for the sen-

ior class. We all look forward to a positive, fun-filled night to remember. 
 

Want to donate a prize for after prom?  Call the high school (876-3442), contact 

Mr. Danner (tom.danner@wdbqschools.org) or contact any student.  All prizes of 

are sincerely appreciated. 

mailto:tom.danner@wdbqschools.org
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Bobcat girls return to Des Moines 

BY DYLAN GADBERRY 

The Lady Bobcats returned to Wells Fargo Arena, home of the state tourna-

ment, for the second year in a row. Last year, they finished as State Runner-

up after a 55-51 defeat to Harlan in the championship game. This year, they 

returned to Wells Fargo Arena to complete unfinished business. Their quar-

terfinal matchup was a 51-30 win against the Indians of Indianola. Rose 

Simon-Ressler (12) led the scoring with 17 points and completed a double-

double with 10 rebounds. Megan Maahs (11) also put up 10 points, 11 re-

bounds and four blocks. The semifinal ended in a 47-38 victory over Sioux 

City-Heelan for the Bobcats. They held the Crusaders to only 33 percent 

shooting from the field. Maahs led the Bobcats with 15 points and eight 

rebounds. They were back in the championship, a rematch against Harlan. 

Both teams were 25-0, but in the end, it would be Harlan getting the win. They beat the Bobcats 56-46.  “We said all season we did-

n’t want any other team besides Harlan in the championship,” Simon-Ressler told the Telegraph Herald, who had seven points and 

eight rebounds in her final game. Maahs led all the Bobcats with 18 points and 12 rebounds. She finished the tournament with 43 

points, 31 rebounds, nine blocks and six steals and made the all-tournament team, along with Simon-Ressler. 

Despite their loss to Harlan, the Bobcats have had back-to-back state runner-ups and have had a combined record of 48-4 in the last 

two seasons, falling short of their only title in 1987. They are only the second team this season to come within 15 points of the Cy-

clones. “It’s a huge accomplishment,” Coach Ostwinkle told the Telegraph Herald. “It’s something they don’t really see right now, 

but they will. To get to the state championship for our school, it’s a great honor. They’ll see that in the future, but it’s difficult right 

now.” They definitely proved that they are “Bobcat Strong.” 

Creative Writing Corner 
 

The Knight  
 

BY DYLAN GADBERRY 

 

I am the night. 
I strike fear in the hearts of those who stain the city 
with crime and greed. 
I am the protector. 
Those who are innocent will never have to fear. 
Like a bat, 
I glide into the night with conviction. 
I do it for the weak. 
I do it for two figures in a dark alley,  
just protecting their child from fear,  
shot down.   
I do it for the child, 
who has no one to protect him 
or tuck him in at night, 
or to help him in a cold, heartless world. 
I do it for the ones without hope,  
and those who believe the last beacon of light 
was burnt out in that alley. 
That light still remains. 
The hope remains that this city 
could be brought out of the ashes 
like a phoenix.  
Though it is dark and grim,  
a light penetrates the darkness 
as a signal that illuminates the sky. 
When the innocent need help,  
I will be there. 
I am Batman. 
I am the Knight. 

The Great Flood 

of 2015 
 

BY JAYDE GARTNER 
 

On Jan. 26, 2015, Western 

Dubuque High School was 

broken into and flooded. 
Two vandals broke into the 

school, turned on several 

faucets and never turned them off, flooding the school.  The 

main hallway affected consists of mostly science classrooms. 

Not only were classrooms within this hallway affected, but a 

few in the freshman hallway as well as the junior hallway 

were flooded as well. The affected classrooms belonged to 

Ms. Kratochwill-Jones, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Zangara, Ms. McAn-

drew, Mr. Ross, Mr. Cusick, Mr. Danner, Mr. Stubben, Ms. 

Bowles, Ms. Valenti, Ms. Fallon, Mr. Cleary, Mr. Hefel and 

Mr. Doyle. Despite Ms. Lex and Ms. Luke’s room’s location 

in the science hallway, their room did not received any dam-

age. The flooring in the hallways and classrooms was greatly 

damaged and will need repair in the near future. Along with 

the flooring, one window was broken. Within the classrooms 

teachers lost books, computer chargers and power strips along 

with damage to podiums, bookshelves and cabinets.  Thank-

fully, no one was hurt during the Great Flood of ‘15. The 

flood wreaked havoc upon Western Dubuque High School, but 

the school and its students along with faculty are moving on 

with their famous Bobcat strength.  

PHOTOGRAPH BY BETH LUTGEN—DYERSVILLE COMMERCIAL  
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QUESTIONS BY CAT SEARS 

Megan Lenane (12) 
What is the title of your piece? 

“Through the Music”  

Do you want to pursue art in the fu-

ture? I’m not pursuing art in the fu-

ture, but I still want to incorporate it 

into my life. 

How long have you been interested 

in art? I’ve been interested in art my 

entire life. When I was younger, I spent 

more time doodling on my homework 

than actually doing it! 

What kind of materials did you use to make this piece? I used my sis-

ter’s old guitar, coffee stained music sheets, piano keys from a broken pi-

ano, broken CDs, headphone and a record. 

How long did it take to make this piece? It took me about 3 weeks. 

How did you come up with the idea for this piece? I really love music, 

so I knew I wanted to do a piece that had something to do with it. 

What does this piece mean to you, or is it supposed to symbol-

ize anything? This is probably my favorite piece I have ever 

made. I love every inch of it. I don’t think I’ve ever put this much 

work into any of my projects before. It’s my baby. 
 

Mackenzie  
Schumacher (10) 
 

What are the titles of your 

pieces? “The Little Clown” 

and “Siblings at Christmas” 

Do you want to pursue art in 

the future? In the future, I 

would like to do art as a hobby. 

How long have you been in-

terested in art? For as long as I can remember, I have 

been drawing and doing crafts. 

What kind of materials did you use to make these 

pieces? Clown: Charcoal and graphite; portrait: Tempera paint and brushes 

How long did it take to make these pieces? Both took about 2 weeks. 

How did you come up with the idea for these piece? 

Clown: I just like clowns; 

portrait: I just looked up a picture of my brother and me. 
 

What do these pieces mean to you, or are they supposed 

to symbolize anything? Clown: I just like clowns and bal-

loons; portrait: This is a picture of my brother and I when 

we were younger. It doesn’t symbolize anything. 
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 Encyclopedia of 

WDHS   
 

BY OLIVIA FELDMANN 
 

Size: Western Dubuque High 

School is in the largest geograph-

ical school district in Iowa. At 

the moment, there are around 880 

students that are enrolled at 

WDHS. Out of the 800, 98 per-

cent graduate.  

New Course Setups and Cours-

es: There are new course setups and new courses at WDHS, which in-

clude Composition I running from August to January despite the new 

trimester schedule; Composition II will run from January to May, and the 

college-credit course Cultures through Literature will only be offered the 

third trimester. New courses include the ACT prep courses (9th-12th 

grade), History through Media, Modern History, Forensic Science and 

Physical Science (Astronomy, Chemistry, Physics). 
 

ACT Prep: This course will help the students prepare for the ACT test. 

The students will cover the testing format and strategies for taking the 

test.  
 

History through Media: This course studies history through films. The 

students will go over main topics such as civil rights and pop culture. 

They will further explore events in history and how the media ap-

proached them. 
 

Forensic Science: This offering teaches the students about the science 

involved with the law. It will explore fingerprint, paper and handwriting 

analysis.  

Physical Science: This course will now be separated into three courses: 

Astronomy, Chemistry, and Physics. The Astronomy course involves 

looking at many images of shooting stars, a supernova and other ele-

ments of space; the class will also utilize some algebra. Chemistry sur-

rounds basic knowledge of Chemistry, such as atomic structure, the peri-

odic table, etc.  Students who have already taken chemistry may not take 

this course. Physics will allow students to develop knowledge of physics 

subjects such as Newton's laws and forces.  
 

Most Popular Names at Western Dubuque High School:   
 

Females:  
 

5. Madalyn, Madalynn, Madeline, Madelyn and Madelyne  

4. Emily 

3. Abbe, Abbey, Abby and Abigail 

2. Megan and Meghan 

1. Kaetlyn, Kaitlyn, Kaitlin, Katelyn and Katelynn 
 

Males:  
 

5. Nick and Nicholas  

4. Dylan  

3. Alex and Alexander  

2. Jacob 

1. Austin 
 

Average GPA:  3.24 out of a possible 4.00 
 
 

2015 After Graduation Plans: 76 percent to a four-year or two-year 

college and 10 percent are going into the workforce.   
 

Returning Bobcat Teachers: Many of the teachers and staff members 

are proud Bobcat graduates. Twenty-three out of a total of 88 teachers 

and staff members are Bobcat graduates, which makes 26 percent.  

Motivational mind 

BY MADDIE FRASHER 

Aaron Thomas, a motivational speaker, travels across 

the United States giving powerful, uplifting messages to 

students, teachers and community members. His interest 

in motivational speaking came from his father, Ed 

Thomas, who was a football coach at Aplington-

Parkersburg. He gave inspirational speeches to the 

struggling community of Aplington-Parkersburg after 

the devastating Parkersburg tornado left hundreds of 

homes in ruins. When everyone was down, Ed Thomas 

knew that he had to rise up and be the leader that every-

one needed at that point in their lives. After Aaron 

Thomas’ father Ed passed away from a fatal shooting, 

Aaron was pushed to go above and beyond what he saw 

his father do. Aaron thrived on the art of perseverance 

his dad had portrayed and wanted to continue what his 

dad had shown him. He wanted to spread his father’s 

messages and story to everyone.  

Aaron Thomas came and spoke to Western Dubuque 

High School students, staff and members of the commu-

nity on Jan. 28, 2015. When he spoke, he made many of 

those listening question the choices that they have been 

making. Thomas understands that bad things are bound 

to happen to you in life and that there is, indeed, a way 

to overcome the bad. He said, “Life is 10% what hap-

pens to you, and 90% how you react.”  

Karly Crouse (12) reflected on this experience: “This 

really made me think about my own life. When crappy 

things used to happen to me, I would tend to sit around 

and feel sorry for myself. His quote really made me 

think that maybe life can be crappy sometimes, but if I 

come at it with an optimistic eye, it will be hard for 

things to get me down,” says Karley Crouse (12). This 

displays that many people took what Aaron said into 

consideration and applied it to their own lives.  

Aaron Thomas 

(pictured left) 

sends his positive 

message to the 

students of 

WDHS: “Life is 

10% what hap-

pens to you, and 

90% how you 

react.” 

PHOTOGRAPH BY BEN RESSLER 
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A review of “The Chocolate 

War” 
 

BY ALLY ZAUCHE 
 

“The Chocolate War” is a story about an all-

boys Catholic school dependent on a chocolate 

sale to help support and run the school. There 

is a secret gang, the Vigils, that rule the school 

and gives students assignments to keep the 

teachers and other students on their toes. The 

Vigils give the main character, Jerry, the as-

signment to not sell the chocolate. The assign-

ment goes further than it is supposed to as Jer-

ry refuses to accept the chocolate after being 

told to and almost starts a school riot against 

the sale. The Vigils, however, do not wish to 

be overthrown. Trouble ensues for Jerry as students follow the chocolate sale 

trend.  Jerry winds up in a fight with a massive senior boy named Emile Jan-

za. The fight is in front of the whole school and gets out of hand just as some 

of the teachers crash the fun, and Jerry is trying to desperately tell his friend 

Goober the main point of the story, as he is wheeled away: “Do you dare dis-

turb the universe?” 
 

My opinion on “The Chocolate War” is that is it a very good book made for a 

certain type of reader. To me, the book was good to a point. I liked the 

themes and certain parts, such as the beginning and end; however, the middle 

was too slow and didn't build enough. I continued to read, however, because I 

wanted to see how the question—Do you dare disturb the universe?—was 

answered. The book jumps between characters, which adds to the high school 

setting, which also helps reveal the social hierarchy of the school.  
 

As this book is out of my usual genre, it was different, but it is a very good 

book with action, pranks and interesting lessons. I would recommend it to 

anyone interested in violence, gangs and chocolate.  3.5/4 stars 

A review of “Lord of the Flies” 

BY CODY GARTNER 

“Lord of the Flies” is by William Golding. The book focuses on school boys from the World War II era in 

England who find themselves stranded on an island after a plane crash. The prim and proper school boys 

believe that the right thing to do is make rules and follow them. A conch shell is found, which brings all of 

them together when blown. Whoever holds the shell holds the power. However, the young boys find that 

their attempt at staying civilized becomes difficult when hunger sets in. The once civilized boys essentially 

transform into savages and turn against the sense of government that was instilled in them as children and 

begin to turn on one another.  

 

This is a phenomenal story about the development of savagery when we allow anarchy to settle in, and thus 

it shows a deep insight into the human mind. There is no doubt as to why “Lord of the Flies” is considered 

a classic. 4/4 stars 

A review of “The 

Pact” 

BY LAUREN PRIER 

“The Pact” by Jodi 

Picoult is a tragic love 

story between two fami-

lies that have lived next 

to each other for 18 years. 

The two families were 

best friends and shared 

everything from sickness-

es to vacation times together. Thus, it’s no sur-

prise when neighbors Emily Gold and Christo-

pher Harte start dating at the age of 13.  

However, the novel takes a turn when the Gold 

family receives a call from the hospital confirm-

ing Emily Gold is dead from a gunshot wound to 

the head. Chris is to blame because he was the 

one who bought the gun for Emily to commit 

suicide, a secret she had only told Chris. Chris 

tells the police that he and Emily were going to 

commit suicide together. A local detective has his 

doubts about Chris’s suicide story. “The Pact” 

then becomes a suspenseful courtroom drama as 

Chris finds himself on a trial for murder.  
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Activities Department  

Bobcat power 
 

Another winter season has gone, and the Bobcats proved to the state of Iowa that Western Dubuque High School 
can compete with the best of teams.  
 

Congratulations to the girls bowling team and Head Coach Kay Heiberger for bringing home a 3rd place trophy, to 
the girls basketball team and Head Coach Amy Ostwinkle for bringing home a 2nd place trophy, to the 3 wrestlers 
who brought home medals and Head Coach Paul Cleary and individual speech and Coach Tracey Broadbent for 
competing in All-State. 
 

We had 377 athletes competing in winter sporting activities plus numerous students in band, speech, choir, FFA 
and drama.  As of today, there are 306 athletes involved with tennis, golf, track or soccer. 
 

Good luck to all our athletes and coaches as the Bobcats from Western Dubuque High School compete to be one 
of the best in the state. 

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 

A review of “American Sniper” 
 

BY JOSH DAUSENER 
 

Unless you have been living under a rock as of late, surely you have heard of the recent smash-hit film 

“American Sniper.” “American Sniper” presents the life story of Chris Kyle. Kyle killed 255 people 

during his tenure in the U.S. military, making him the most lethal sniper in U.S. history. The film be-

gins by briefly touching upon his childhood. The film shows his father teaching him how to shoot a 

rifle and hunt deer, while also displaying the Kyle family’s core values. Kyle grows up and lives the 

life of a rodeo cowboy throughout his young adulthood. However, after witnessing the 1998 U.S. em-

bassy bombings, Kyle decides to join the U.S. military. He is put through the rigorous Navy SEAL 

training but makes the cut following a training montage. After Kyle’s training, the film enters into 

Kyle’s war life, which composes the majority of the film. The film walks through brief highlights of 

Kyle’s four tours of duty, each with a glimpse of Kyle’s home life in between. The war scenes consist 

of Kyle shooting and killing several people, while the home-life scenes usually depict Kyle’s struggles 

with his marriage and his lack of presence in his children’s lives as they grow up. While the war scenes 

are fast-paced and exciting, they can also be very violent at times. If you do not like violence or have a queasy stomach, “American 

Sniper” is not for you. After depicting all four of Kyle’s tours, the film follows Kyle’s new life at home and his struggles with 

PTSD. Kyle initially struggles but eventually overcomes his PTSD and lives a happy and fulfilling life with his wife and children 

until his untimely death on Feb. 2, 2013. While American Sniper is a great flick for patriots and war-movie lovers, it is not for every-

one.  Many critics believe rash interpretation of the film can lead to hatred of Arabs and a harmful, pro-war attitude. While this is 

clearly debatable, the film still depicts bloody violence and can be very graphic at times. 2.5/4 stars 

A review of “Kingsman: The Secret Service” 
 

BY BRADY TEGELER 
 

Everyone knows about national secret services: the CIA, the KGB and the NSS. However, people have 

yet to hear about the United Kingdom’s secret service, the Kingsman. This movie is about a small 

group of highly-trained and chivalrous “gentlemen.” Gary 'Eggsy' Unwin is an average middle class 

citizen. In school, he is known for his high IQ scores and test averages, but that talent is squandered 

when Eggsy decides to live a life full of drugs and partying. He is also haunted by the death of his fa-

ther, who was killed in the line of duty while working with a secret service, the Kingsman. One of the 

agents from Kingsman, Harry Hart (Colin Firth), codenamed Galahad, takes Eggsy under his wing. In 

this secret spy service, they fight using the most advanced technology while wearing classiest suits. 

Meanwhile, during Eggsy’s training to essentially become the next James Bond, the antagonist of the 

film, Valentine (Samuel L. Jackson), is commencing his plan to reduce the human population in order 

to save Mother Earth. It is up to the novice Eggsy and the knight in cashmere, Harry, to put an end to 

Valentine’s sinister plot and save the world. This action-packed movie is full of the Hollywood vio-

lence we’ve all come to know and love. Its suspense truly kept me on the edge of my very small movie 

theater seat. It made me feel like I was watching an exciting James Bond movie. It not only contains 

original action scenes, but it also has its hilarious moments. “Kingsman” really brings a new selection to the theater, and it will defi-

nitely keep you entertained with its high quality action, suspense and humor. 4/4 stars 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000168/?ref_=tt_cl_t11
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Western Dubuque wrestlers break records at state  
 

BY JACKSON HEALEY 
 

The Western Dubuque Bobcat wrestling team sent six wrestlers to the state wrestling tournament and broke their own school record 

for the most team points scored in school history. The three sophomore wrestlers that qualified for state were Bradan Birt, Aaron 

Costello and Max Lyon. Bradan Birt and Aaron Costello both managed to win a match at state, and those matches at state gave both 

of them great experience for the next couple of years. Max Lyon, who placed fourth last year as a freshman at state, placed second 

this year after a tough overtime loss to West Des Moines Dowling Catholic’s senior Isiah Patton in the finals. The lone junior to 

qualify was Dain Gansen. Gansen got a really tough draw having to face off against the number-one ranked wrestler Dan Kelly from 

Cedar Falls. Even though Gansen did not manage to win a match at state, he still has one more year to qualify again and to place. 

The two seniors that qualified were Ryan Kenneally and Dylan Hoefler. Hoefler and Kenneally both qualified for their first state 

tournament, and they both came back with medals. Dylan Hoefler placed seventh, and Ryan Kenneally placed sixth to cap off their 

high school wrestling careers.  
 

An interview with the state qualifiers and other wrestlers 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY JACKSON HEALEY 
 

Before the personal interviews, I asked the state-qualifying wrestlers what their favorite parts about state were, and all of them, other 

than Dylan Hoefler (12), really enjoyed the food there. Hoefler really enjoyed the wrestling part of state.   
 

The school pays for the meals at state.  I asked the wrestlers what they wanted to continue eating or change.  Almost everyone who 

qualified wants to continue eating at Olive Garden. Bradan Birt (10), on the other hand, wants to keep eating at Subway. All the 

qualifiers said they want to stop eating at Fazoli’s. 
 

What was different about state than what you had imagined? 

“It seemed a lot smaller while you were on the mat; in the stands it seemed a lot bigger.” –Dylan Hoefler (12) 

 “It’s just like another Saturday tournament” –Dain Gansen (11) 

 “It’s just how I imagined it.” –Max Lyon (10) 
 

Is there anything else you would like to say about the entire state tournament experience?  

 “I’m happy we were in our own separate hotel.” –Bradan Birt (10) 

“They have nice water there.” –Max Lyon (10) 

“Max counted all the lights in the entire state tournament.” –Dylan Hoefler (12) and Ryan Kenneally (12) 

“The food was really good down there.” –Aaron Costello (10) 
 

If you won a state title, what would you do to celebrate? 

“I would rip my ankle bands off and shoot them in midair” –Ryan Kenneally (12) 

“Well, I would walk on the mat staring my guy down. Then I would rip my ankle bands off and shoot them while they’re in air; then 

I would attempt a back flip, and after that,  I would stare him down walking off the mat.“ –Dylan Hoefler (12) 
 

Interview with non-qualifiers: As a crowd member, 

how did you feel like the atmosphere was at the 

state tournament? 

“The concession line was long, the hotdogs were my 

favorite item there and the crowd was really pumped 

up. I think they definitely helped in some matches.” – 

Quinn Mettert (10) 

“The atmosphere was really eccentric from the opening 

round all the way to the finals.” – Hunter Specht (11) 

and Cory Wernimont (12) 
 

Did being a spectator at the state tournament give 

you any extra motivation to qualify for next year?  

“It did motivate me to qualify for next year, but I’m 

just going to take it one step at a time and make sure 

I’m varsity first.” – Quinn Mettert (10) 

“When I was down there watching, all I really wanted 

to do was wrestle. I’m going to work hard, so I’m not 

in the crowd next year.”  –Jacob Close (10) 
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Girls soccer preview and words from Coach Zangara 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CHLOE MEYERS 
 

With the girls’ soccer season starting soon, there is a lot of excitement. The 

team has expanded greatly within a year. They are expecting about 65 players 

and four stat girls. The team is also aiming their goals high this year. When 

asked about the hopes for the following season, Coach Zangara replied, “My 

goal for this season is to break 500 as our team record for the first time in the 

program’s history. My other goal is to fill the empty space on our Wamac board 

in the gym by winning our Wamac Conference.” The girls are gaining a third 

team and an extra coach due to the amount of players, which will also benefit 

the team with more variety, competition and options. When asked how she feels 

about the new additions to the program, Zangara said, “I am very excited for the 

addition of our third team. This team shows program success because we are 

growing! Having an extra coach will help add another person to assist players in 

reaching their fullest potentials.” The soccer team does not just work hard dur-

ing season; they work all year round. Zangara explains what the offseason for 

the girls has looked like. “We have three Clarke Indoor League teams who play 

on Sundays, pool practices, open gyms once a week at 6:30 a.m. and Wednes-

day and Thursday runs after school.” This year, WDHS girls soccer will be dif-

ferent than all the rest and in more than just practices and games; with three 

teams, it is sure to be a competitive season. 

Western Dubuque track 2015 
 

BY MEGAN FROMMELT 
 

Last year’s Western Dubuque track teams, 

both boys and girls, had very successful sea-

son. The boys sent three relays and six indi-

viduals off to state. Coach Jasper shares that 

his favorite memory from last year was work-

ing with the adult Special Olympics together 

as a team. All of the coaches are very hopeful 

for this season. Coach Jasper wishes to send 

every event to state this year. This year both 

teams moved from 3A to 4A, meaning both 

track teams will be facing bigger schools. 
 

The girls’ season last year went very well.  

They sent off five individuals and four relays 

to the state meet. Coach Ross was very 

pleased with how last season went for the 

girls. This season is looking very bright so far.  

The team lost some very talented seniors, but 

the new freshmen are showing a great deal of 

potential. Coach Ross’s main goal for this 

season is for “everyone to reach the limits of 

their capabilities.” 
 

Are you excited for this season? “I’m excit-

ed for track because it pushes me to be better 

and helps me become more of a leader and 

competitor.” -Isaac Connolly (10) 

How did last season go for you? “It was 

successful.  I set my goals early and was hap-

py to see the results .” -Paige Deppe (11) 

Which senior from last year do you miss 

the most? “Rachel Demmer and her spunk.”  

-Alyssa Dougherty (11) 

What is some advice you would like to give 

to the freshmen? “Respect your elders, and 

they will respect you.” -Taylor Wilgenbusch 

(11) 

What is your goal for the season? “Get to 

the Drake Relays, qualify for state and win 

districts” -Kenny Beard (10) 

What is your favorite thing about track? 

“Making goals to get better and seeing your 

accomplishments at the end.” -Sarah Kluesner 

(11) 

What is your least favorite thing about 

track? “My least favorite thing is the stress 

and anxiety I get before I run 400 hurdles.”     

-Kennadee Bockenstedt (11) 

What is your favorite event in track? “Long 

jump because it requires the most self motiva-

tion.  I like jumping.” –Nick Lembezeder (10) 

Do you like track meets? Why or why not? 

“Absolutely, I can really feel everyone bond-

ing as we cheer each other to victory.”            

-Reagan Rosalez (10) 

Girls tennis 
 

BY MACHANNA HIGGINS 
 

This year the tennis team is ready to go all the way to state; however, they are 

currently more concerned about improving from the start of the season to the end. 

There will be a total of 59 girls playing tennis this year, and 29 of them are play-

ers returning from last year. Coach Kurt is very excited about the upcoming sea-

son and is hoping for many wins, especially over Camanche. The team practices 

at the Epworth courts and at Divine Word each week Monday through Friday. 

Last year, the team made it all the way to sub state. The first meet is at Oelwein 

on April 4, 2015.  

Success in the shadows 
 

BY LUELLA SOPPE 
 

 

Western Dubuque has many sports and other extracurricular activities. However, 

not all of these sports are extracurricular activities through the high school; some 

are done during free time outside of school. The sport of motocross is very com-

mon in our school district. Some of our students have competed in Motocross for 

a long time and some just for a few years. Motocross isn’t something you just 

pick up overnight; it takes a lot of work. In fact, Nicholas Allen (11) says he 

learned to ride from his dad: “My dad taught himself how to ride Motocross; 

then when my brothers got older, he taught them and then me.” People enjoy this 

sport for many different reasons, such as the competition or the reward. Howev-

er, the main reason that everybody that rides agrees on is for the adrenaline rush. 

People who crave an adrenaline rush sky dive, bungee jump or they ride Moto-

cross! I asked Arik Hess (11) what advice he has for people just starting out. He 

said, “Ride within your capabilities, but trust yourself and the people around you. 

Also, get in shape and take advice from the experienced; they’ve been in your 

shoes. Last thing, don’t be afraid of getting hurt because that’s when you’ll get 

hurt.” 
 

There are a lot of other fun sports outside of school, but it is important to find 

one that fits you and practice. You can even win awards. In Motocross, both 

Nicholas Allen (11) and Arik Hess (11) have won trophies, cash awards and sea-

sonal awards.  
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Graduation notes 

All graduation materials, which in-

cludes announcements and caps & 

gowns, will be delivered to the seniors 

on Friday, March 27, 2015 during 

lunches.  If  any seniors are still need-

ing to order items for graduation, 

please call our Jostens representative, 

Frank Zucker at (563) 271-8473. 

Annual Awards Ceremony - The annual all-school Awards Assembly will 

be held on Tuesday, May 12 from approximately 9:30-11:00 a.m.  Parents are 

welcome to attend this awards ceremony. 

Seniors’ last day– Seniors’ last day of classes will be Thursday, May 14, 

2015.   

Senior Breakfast/Graduation Practice - All seniors are invited to attend 

breakfast in the old cafeteria on Friday, May 15.  Breakfast is at 7:30 a.m. 

WDHS faculty will also be attending.  Immediately following the breakfast, 

seniors will practice for graduation in the gymnasium. All graduating seniors 

are expected to be at this practice so they can participate in the graduation cer-

emony.  More information will be coming out soon. 

If you have any questions regarding graduation, please contact Becky at 563-

876-3442 ext. 3005 or Becky.Gasper@wdbqschools.org.  

Scholarships 

We have several new 

scholarship opportu-

nities for seniors.  

Please stop in the 

guidance office for a 

complete list of 

scholarships available at this time. 

Scholarship information can also be 

found on our web site: 

www.wdbqschools.org  

under the Guidance Office section and 

then select scholarship information. 

New resource for parents of seniors 

It’s hard to believe that college may be right around the corner for your student. You 

know that your worries and hopes for your child don’t stop when you drop them off on 

campus.  You may think, though, that your opportunity to have conversations with them 

about alcohol and other drugs  or influence over their decisions is coming to a close. But 

it doesn’t have to. We know that your influence as a parent continues, even when they’re 

not living under your roof. 

The first six weeks away at college can be very important. This may be the first 

time that your new collegiate is exploring their new found independence. They 

choose their friends, join campus activities and groups, and set the stage for 

how they will socialize on and off campus. They may experiment with drinking 

or put themselves in uncomfortable situations. Because of this, keeping the 

communication open with your new student during the first six weeks, and 

beyond, is very important.  

Helping Services has created a resource called “Off to College: Now What?” 

that has week by week tips for how to continue important conversations with 

your child through the first six weeks of college and beyond. The booklet also 

contains additional resources you can check out as well as a quick tool that you 

can use that may help you to identify when your student may need some addi-

tional help. This free booklet will be available online and can be downloaded at 

www.helpingservices.org 

Graduation information 

The 2015 senior class of Western Dubuque High School will conclude their school careers at commencement on Sunday, May 17, 

2015 at 2:30 p.m.  The ceremony will be held in the main gymnasium. 

The class has chosen as its motto: “Chase your dreams, but always know the road that will lead you home again.”     
 

Students are expected to report to the hallway by the wrestling room by 1:45 p.m. on Sunday, May 17, 2015.  All graduates must 

wear their cap and gown.  We recommend that the girls wear either a nice dress or dress pants and blouse, and the boys wear a pair 

of dress pants with a dress shirt and tie.  More information will be sent home in May. 
 

Sunday, May 17 is a culmination of four big years in the lives of our graduating seniors.  For each of the graduates and for you the 

parents, we hope the commencement afternoon is a proud and joyous occasion. 

mailto:becky.gasper@wdbqschools.org
http://www.wdbqschools.org
http://www.helpingservices.org/
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Seniors and statistics on public universities 

BY COLE OTTING 

As summer slowly creeps up on Western Dubuque students, seniors are pressured to make a decision about post high school plans. 

Many bright scholars do not have a problem getting into the school of their choice; however, it is the tough decision narrowing 

down which school that is. Out of the 222 students in the graduating class of 2015, over 85 percent have chosen to stay in the state 

of Iowa. Iowa offers three main public universities: Northern Iowa, Iowa State and the University of Iowa. The majority of West-

ern Dubuque students flock to one of these three institutions to further their education. 

Of the students attending a public university in Iowa from Western Dubuque, a popular decision is Northern Iowa.  Mr. Casey 

Bryant, a counselor at Western Dubuque, says, “In 1999, 70 percent of the students went to UNI because all the staff was alumni 

from there. I believe the reason most students are choosing UNI today is because of the Spanish department. Students know how 

hard Spanish 4 classes are and are too intimidated to take it.” Northern Iowa and Iowa State require only two years of foreign lan-

guage, whereas the University of Iowa requires four. 

Out of the approximate 64 students attending public universities, 42 percent are attending UNI, 28 percent are attending ISU, and 

29 percent are attending UI. But fear not, seniors! Students of these colleges have submitted advice pertaining to the freshman 

class of 2019. Sam Nieman, a sophomore at Iowa State and a Western Dubuque graduate, says, “Go to your class buildings the 

weekend before class starts, don’t be the freshman who can’t find his class. Also, don’t go home until at least Homecoming. Pref-

erably not at all in the first few months. Don’t be that guy.” Jack O’Brien, a freshman at UNI, says, “If you can’t decide on a ma-

jor, don’t worry. There’s a class you can take at UNI that helps you learn everything about your options.” Finally, Brianna Burds, 

another freshman who attends the University of Iowa, says, “Don’t buy the biggest meal plan and waste your money! Chances are, 

you won’t even use half of the unlimited gold card (meal plan). Go with the black one!” 

Congratulations, seniors! Best wishes to our Western Dubuque graduating class of 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             *Numbers are approximate.  

Senior spotlight: Johnny Molony 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY TAYLOR FOX 
 

What are your plans for the future? College at Iowa, so I can eventually get a job and retire 

What do you do in your free time? Sleep 

What is your favorite high school memory? When I got to carry my book bag around school 

What is the best part of WD? It used to have free Wi-Fi. 

What is your favorite social media, and how often are you on it? Twitter, all day during school, 

while using my data 

 What is some advice for freshmen? Get out of my way in the hallway, or learn to walk. 

What is your pet peeve? Freshmen 

What is your worst fear? The lights being on at school dances 
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A review of “This Star Won’t 

Go Out: The Life and Words 

of Esther Grace Earl” by Es-

ther Earl, John Green, Lori 

Earl and Wayne Earl 
 

BY BRITTNI WENDLING 
 

At only 12 years old, Esther Earl was given 

news that would change her life forever: 

she had thyroid cancer. This news proved to 

be a difficult shock for Esther, but she handled her treatment with 

utter grace and determination. During her treatment, Esther kept her 

thoughts in a journal as a way to vent fears, frustrations or keep 

random doodles that made her day a bit brighter. The words of Es-

ther provided in this book give insight on the reality of her situation 

and her worries that humanized her, rather than labeling her simply 

as a sick girl with cancer. In the journal, Esther did not have to 

prove her strength, courage or uphold her status as the one who 

always had the answers.  
 

Although she was only a teen, Esther knew the reality of her situa-

tion and faced the idea that her death could come at any time. Es-

ther genuinely aimed to help people, and she cared about each indi-

vidual that she came across in real life or even online. In her final 

days as her inevitable death was approaching, Esther still took time 

out of her precious days to show others how much they meant to 

her. Throughout the book, there are journal entries, handmade art-

works, photographs and stories that Esther wrote and created. Es-

ther’s entries, along with inclusions from a handful of people who 

were close to her, allow the book to come to life. This book is a 

rollercoaster infused with highs and lows that will leave you 

speechless reaching for tissues or smiling with pure happiness. Af-

ter reading, you will be completely moved and inspired to be a bet-

ter person, make an impact on the people around you and live 

freely. Esther’s legacy will forever continue to change views on the 

world through this uplifting book. 4/4 stars 

WaMaC Art Show 

The WDHS Art Department will be participating in the WaMaC Art Show and competition at Maquoketa High School in Maquo-

keta, Iowa on April 15, 2015. Western Dubuque will be allowed to submit 20 pieces for judging at the annual art exhibit.  It is truly 

an honor for students to have work selected for the event.  In addition to the show and award ceremony, students will be touring sev-

eral of Maquoketa’s art galleries.  

WDHS Art Show 

The annual Western Dubuque High School Art Show 

will be held in conjunction with the Academic and 

Artistic Achievement Evening on Wednesday, May 

6.  Please stop by and view the show before the cere-

mony that evening from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the North 

Gymnasium. The art show is open to the public. A 

wide variety of both two-dimensional and three-

dimensional pieces from all courses throughout first 

and second semester will be on display. 

A review of “Tuesdays 

with Morrie” by 

Mitch Albom 
 

BY CHEYENNE PUETZ 
 

In this touching memoir by 

Mitch Albom, readers are intro-

duced to a brilliant man named 

Morrie Schwartz. Albom was a 

former student of Morrie’s who 

had lost touch with his professor 

for several years, getting caught up in his own life and 

career. However, after seeing Morrie on “Nightline” and 

hearing him talk about his struggle with amyotrophic lat-

eral sclerosis, or ALS, Albom reconnected with his favor-

ite college professor. Taking a break from his job, Albom 

decides to meet with Morrie every Tuesday, since Tues-

days have always been their day. Albom writes about the 

fourteen Tuesdays in which they met before Morrie’s pass-

ing, and he recounts the details of every meeting. On one 

Tuesday, they talk about the world while on another they 

talk about forgiveness. However, no matter what Tuesday 

Albom discusses, there is always something to learn from 

the conversations he had with Morrie Schwartz. Albom 

writes in a way where I feel like I am in the room with 

him, and I am also soaking up every word Morrie is say-

ing. Albom’s beloved professor had such an interesting 

and refreshing take on the world, and even in the final 

days before ALS took his life, Morrie still had a smile on 

his face. ALS is a disease that takes away so much from a 

person, but Morrie was not bitter; he still loved life. After 

reading “Tuesdays with Morrie,” I strive to have the same 

love for life that Morrie did. This memoir is raw, unique, 

and refreshing, and it affected my view on life. I recom-

mend it to absolutely everyone and believe it is worth tak-

ing the time to read.  4/4 stars 
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INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY TAYLOR FOX 
 

What are your plans for the future? Go to Iowa to study business 

Are you excited to graduate? Yes, very! 

What do you do in your free time? Hang out with friends 

What is your favorite high school memory? Beating Xavier in football 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Walke-Politt 

What is the best part of WD? The people in it 

What is your favorite social media? How often are you on social media? Twitter and daily 

What is some advice for freshmen? Get good grades. 

What are your pet peeves? Gross eaters  

Are you involved in any extracurricular activities? Yes, FBLA and sports 

Sydney Fox 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CHLOE MEYERS 
 

What are your plans for the future? Attend ISU to study psychology or criminology  

Are you excited to graduate? Yes. 

What do you do on your free time? Netflix, sleep, snack 

What is your favorite high school memory? Scoring the winning goal against Beckman in soccer 

What is your favorite food? Mashed potatoes 

Who is your favorite teacher? Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones 

What is the best part of WD? When the clock ticks 3:05 

What is your favorite social media? Instagram 

Who is your role model? My mom 

What is some advice for freshman? Walk on your side of the hallway, don’t crowd the hallway, don’t 

suddenly stop in the hallway, just get out of the hallway. 

Who is your celebrity crush? Dave Franco 

What is your favorite and least favorite school lunch? Favorite is macaroni and cheese and least favorite is chicken patty 

Are you involved in any extracurricular activities? NHS 

What is your worst fear? Spiders 

Hannah Ellis 
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY CHLOE MEYERS 

What are your plans for the future? I am going to the University of Iowa and majoring in Athletic Training. I hope to go into 

Physical Therapy. 

Are you excited to graduate? I am extremely excited to graduate; I am ready to take a summer off 

before I go to college. 

What do you do in your free time? I love to read, drum, and play soccer. 

What is your favorite high school memory? My favorite high school memory was all the rainy 

days of soccer season; I always ended up covered in mud. 

What is your favorite food? Bacon 

Who is your role model? I don’t have a role model; I strive to be my own self. 

What is some good advice to freshman? Get good grades, don’t slack off, be involved with as 

many things as you can handle, and take as many college classes as you can. 

What are your pet peeves? I dislike people who are disrespectful to teachers, drama, and drivers 

that don’t use their blinker lights. 

What is your favorite and least favorite school lunch? I pack my lunch every day. 

Are you involved in any extracurricular activities? band, soccer, Partner’s Club, NHS 

What is your worst fear? Getting in a car accident 

Who is your favorite teacher? Ms. Zangara 

What is the best part of WD? The together feeling of the Bobcat Family 



Calendar  
Important Dates 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 2 No School - Professional  

  Development 

 3-6 No School - Spring Break 

      7    Snow Make-up Day   

 

 

 

 

  
       

 

 12 All-School Awards Ceremony 

 14 Seniors’ Last Day of Classes 

 15 Senior Breakfast/Graduation 

  Practice 
 

 17  Graduation 
 

    25   No School - Memorial Day 

    26   Last Day of School - 3-hour  

           Early Dismissal  

 

 

 

 

Non-Discrimination Policy Statement: It is the policy of 

the Western Dubuque County Community School District 

not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for 

employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orien-

tation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for pro-

grams) in its educational programs and its employment 

practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing 

complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a 

grievance related to this policy please contact the dis-

trict’s Equity Coordinator, Tina Brestrup, Director of 

Student Services, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046, 

563-744-3885 x 6010, tina.brestrup@wdbqschools.org 

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

John Lembezeder 

Mark Tilson 

Chad Vaske 

Bobcat Bulletin staff 

Mrs. Kratochwill-Jones - Advisor  

Emily Boge (10) - Writer, Co-Copy Editor 

Theresa Brehm (11) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee Member 

Josh Dausener (12) - Writer, Co-Book/Film/Music Reviews Editor 

Olivia Feldmann (9) - Writer 

Taylor Fox (9) - Writer, Co-Senior Spotlight Interviewer 

Madeline Frasher (11) - Writer 

Megan Frommelt (10) - Writer 

Dylan Gadberry (9) - Writer, Co-Sports Editor 

Cody Gartner (10) - Writer, Co-Book/Film/Music Reviews Editor 

Jayde Gartner (12) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee Member 

Lainey German (12)  - Writer, Co-Chief Copy Editor 

Jackson Healey (10) - Writer 

MacHanna Higgins (9) - Writer  

Jessica Irelan (10) -Writer 

Brianna Kramer (10) - Writer, Co-Sports Editor 

Jennifer McCarron (10) - Writer, Arts/Events Editor 

Chloe Meyers (10) - Writer, Co-Senior Spotlight Interviewer 

Cole Otting (12) - Writer, Co-Chief Copy Editor 

Cathrine Sears (10) - Writer 

Brady Tegeler (12) - Writer, Creative Writing Committee Member  

Danny Wolf (10) - Writer 

Ally Zauche (12) - Writer, Co-Book/Film/Music Reviews Editor 
 

Additional Student Contributors:  

Lauren Prier (11) - Guest Writer 

Cheyenne Puetz (12) - Guest Chief Editor, Guest Writer 

Luella Soppe (10) - Guest Writer 

Brittni Wendling (12) - Guest Writer 

This issue of the Bobcat Bulletin has been brought to you by  

the 2015 spring semester creative writing and journalism 

students at Western Dubuque High School.  This is the final 

issue the Creative Writing and Journalistic Publications class 

will be composing.  It has been a pleasure to share our work 

with you.  Thank you for reading! 
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