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Hello Cascade Elementary families,
As we close out the year of 2021 here in the month of December it’s hard to believe that another
year has gone by. We certainly didn’t expect the 21-22 School year to be equally as challenging
as last year, but it has proven to be just that.
A couple of years ago to start the school year we brought a speaker in named Brian Kight to
speak to our entire school district faculty. One of the main premises of his message was a simple
formula… E+R=O. Event + Response = Outcome. When you think about this formula, there’s
only one thing that we as people can control, the response. We don’t know what events life will
deal to us, but if we respond in the best way possible, we create the best possible outcome.
I truly believe that our students have responded to the challenges they have been presented in an
incredibly positive way. Parents, you have also at times been dealt very challenging hands, but I
continue to be impressed by how supportive and understanding you all have been. Because of
these positive responses, we have seen outcomes that are resilient and inspiring.

I truly believe in my heart that there’s no better place to live, work and send your children to
school than Cascade, Iowa. This place is special! We have families that are incredibly supportive,
we have the best teachers who are relentless in doing what’s best for kids and we have a school
system that puts our people first. Students, parents, faculty and community. Because of this, we
can handle whatever events come our way, respond the best we know how and have outcomes
that means our children and students have a better, brighter future.
Enjoy this holiday season and thank you for your support. I am honored to serve you all, your
children and this community.
Sincerely,
Dan Wendler
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PreK
Pre-kindergarten students have had a busy start to the school
year adapting to a new school, making friends, and learning routine! We learned all about colors and shapes the first month of
school through many hands on activities and scavenger hunts.
One of our favorite units at the beginning of the year was learning
about camping where we went “camping” in the CES gym.
We are now focusing on writing our names, identifying letters and
number recognition. We have also been working on what it means
to be a Cougar Pride student by helping, respecting, and being
kind to others. Both classrooms have been doing hands on activities, songs, stories, and manipulatives to help with learning.
Our most recent units consisted of the Five Senses and Thanksgiving. We learned about our five senses through many hands on
activities, where we taste tested different foods and explored different smells and textures. During our Thanksgiving unit we
learned about what it means to be thankful, along with doing
many other fun activities before break. We look forward to music
class each week with Mrs. Steinbrech, where we get to explore
different instruments and types of music. We will be learning
about Pets and doing Christmas activities coming up in December.

Dates to Remember:
December
1—Cougar Pride Assembly
7—Winter Concert Rehearsal 9:0011:00 a.m., Winter Concert K-2nd
6:00 p.m., Winter Concert 3rd/4th
7:00 p.m.
8—Yoga in School, PTO Meeting
6:45
12—Holiday in the Garden 4:00-6:00
pm
13—School Board Meeting 6:00 PM
19—Snow make-up day for Holiday
in the Garden
22—2 Hr. Early Out
23-31—No School, Winter Break
January
10—School Board Meeting 6 PM
12—Yoga in School
17—No School, Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day

Fechas para recordar:
Diciembre
1 - Asamblea escolar "Cougar Pride"
7 – Practica de concierto de invierno
9-11am; Concierto de invierno K-2
6pm, Concierto de invierno 3-4 7pm
8 – Yoga en escuela; Reunión del
PTO 6:45pm
12- Evento familiar de Navidad al
aire libre 4-6pm
13 - Reunión de la junta escolar a
las 6pm
19- En caso de un día de nieve en el
evento de Navidad, podríamos reprogramarlo para este día.
22- Salir 2 hora temprano
23-31—No escuela; vacaciones del
invierno
Enero
10— Reunión de la junta escolar a
las 6pm
12—Yoga en escuela
17—No escuela, El día de Martin
Luther King, Jr.
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Prek

Note from Cascade Elementary PTO

The Cascade Elementary School PTO is excited to host our annual Holiday in the Garden event on December 12th from 4:00 – 6:00 pm. We
missed having the opportunity to host the event last year and look forward to celebrating the holiday season with our families again. Please
consider joining us for a walk through the decorated literacy garden,
then come inside to enjoy hot cocoa and cookie decorating while listening to carols provided by the high school choir, and finally feel free to
visit with Santa Claus.

COVID-19 VACCINATION UPDATE
As many of you know, the CDC has recently approved COVID -19 vaccinations for children
ages 5-11. We are currently working with the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA), and the
County Health Department to determine what the needs are for the students in our district.
For now, if you would like your child to receive the vaccine, the VNA is ready to begin vaccinating the younger kids at the VNA immediately. The current plan is to do this on a walk- in
basis and give them at the VNA.
As per all other Covid vaccines, the VNA will not ask for insurance and will vaccinate anyone
requesting the immunization. This is different from their regular childhood clinics as children
must be un-insured, under-insured or a part of ITC/Amerigroup XIX. The VNA has been successfully vaccinating the 12-17 year olds at their walk-in clinic or during regular clinic appointments.
If you would like to contact the VNA their number is 563-556-6200, or contact your regular
health care provider for further information.
Cyndi L Trumm
School Nurse
Cascade Elem, Cascade Jr/Sr High

Backpack Food Program
Backpacks include food items for breakfast, snack, and other
meals. They will be distributed on Fridays to students at school.

Please contact Ms. Botsford for more information or questions!
563-852-3335 Ext. 2005 | ashley.botsford@wdbqschools.org
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