Epworth
Elementary School
October 2021 Newsletter

Principal's Message
Dear Families,
As I write this message, the month of October is coming to a close. The
students and staff members at Epworth Elementary have established
routines, procedures, and expectations to create many learning
opportunities. Thank you for your support and engagement in the first
forty days of school.
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to be fluid and, unfortunately, our
building remains closed to outside visitors during the school day. We are
able to host outdoor community gatherings while the weather is nice,
including the annual PTO Trick or Trunk event. This is scheduled for Thursday, October 28 from 6:006:45 PM in the Epworth Elementary parking lot. Our Veteran's Day Assembly will not be held in a
traditional face to face format. We are currently making plans to share a virtual Veteran's Day tribute
through video. Obviously, this will not be the same as previous years; however, we are excited to honor
some of our heroes in a safe manner. We will continue to work very hard to keep our families and
community members engaged in the events taking place at school through our digital platforms. If
you are not connected to our various social media outlets, I would encourage you to engage with our
school on these platforms. You can find direct links in a future section of this newsletter.
Parent/teacher conferences are on the horizon and will take place in a virtual format on Tuesday,
November 9 and Thursday, November 11. Stay tuned for more information on this. Please take note
that there will be no school on Monday, November 15, due to teacher inservice. Additionally, there will
be no school on Wednesday, November 24, Thursday, November 25, and Friday, November 26, due to
the Thanksgiving holiday.
There will be more information to come; however, please take note that the parent/teacher
organization at Epworth Elementary is rewarding the students for the success of the walk-a-thon
event with a school-wide pizza party on Tuesday, November 23. A large pizza order will be made and
served for lunch on this day. Stay tuned for more details.
Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions, concerns, or whenever you feel necessary
throughout the school year. The best way to reach me is dan.butler@wdbqschools.org or 563-876-

5514 ext. 7002. We will be most successful this year by keeping the communication lines open to one
another. I am looking forward to a great school year.
Yours in education,
Dan Butler
Epworth Elementary Principal

Counselor's Corner
Parents/Guardians,
Having a full-time school counselor has many benefits all of which
impact our students in a positive way. One perk is having the ability
to personalize a school counseling program that best meets the
student needs. In order to do this, I would like to gather your
thoughts and would appreciate you taking 3 minutes to complete a
needs assessment.
This data will be used to make decisions and build a comprehensive
and effective school counseling program that best supports every
child at Epworth Elementary. You know your child best, and so I am
looking to you for how I can support him/her here at school.
Thank you for taking the time to complete this form. Microsoft
Forms
Be well,
Mrs. Elsinger (Epworth Elementary School Counselor)
Email: carrie.elsinger@wdbqschools.org
Phone: 563-876-5514 ext. 7010

Trick or Trunk
When: Friday, October 29 (6:00-6:45 PM) *RESCHEDULED DATE
Where: Epworth Elementary Parking Lot
Plan to bring: Gently used outerwear (coats, hats, gloves, scarves, or boots) and/or non-perishable
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Epworth Elementary Families:
Join us for a Spooktacular, family-friendly night of fun. Come dressed in
costume and trick-or-treat each decorated trunk.
Request for trunks:
We invite families to decorate their trunk and pass out candy. Set up will
begin at 5:30 PM, and plan to have trunks ready to go at 5:45. Prizes will
be awarded to the most creative trunks.
Please plan for a large turnout, around 400, and the PTO will provide each trunk with one bag of candy
to assist with costs. For the safety of the children, we ask that you only pass out individually wrapped
store-bought items. In the past, we have had an outstanding turnout and expect the same for this
year.
Interested in decorating a trunk? Complete the orange form that was sent home with your child by
Friday, October 22. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the PTO at
epworthelementarypto@gmail.com.
The PTO is looking forward to another great Trick-or-Trunk!

Nurse's Notes
Periodically families question the criteria used to notify parents that
their child was in the health office during the course of the school
day. As most of you are aware, we do not have full-time coverage in
the health office. Not every child that comes to the health office is
seen by the school nurse and students often come to the health
office to rest with minor headaches, stomachaches and to take ice
packs for bumps and bruises. When it is apparent a child has a
significant health problem, every attempt will be made to contact a
parent/guardian, but you will not be called each time your child is in
the health office.
A significant health problem would include some of the following
situations:
A child who is vomiting
A child with recurrent diarrhea stools
A child with a fever 101 or higher
A child with difficulty breathing
A child sustaining an injury or other illness that may require
medical attention
A child with a health concern that does not allow them to
perform in the classroom similar to their peers per teacher
report
Parent will always be contacted before administering any overthe-counter medications as per school policy
Please understand that with the number of students visiting the
health office in a given day it is impossible to contact every parent
and may cause problems for some to be repeatedly contacted while

at work. We also have non-medical personnel working with students
who cannot be expected to make medical decisions - so often it is a
judgment call.
The health and safety of our students here at school is our primary
concern and we will do everything possible to keep this a priority in
our schools. Together we will continue to work to make Epworth
Elementary a healthy and safe learning environment for all. Feel free
to contact me if you have any questions.
Jenni Green, RN
School Nurse

Food Drive at EES
When: October 25-29th
What: Students can bring in non-perishable food and household items to
be donated to the Epworth Food Pantry. *Please Check expiration dates.
Items in high need:
· Stuffing
· Canned soup
· Peanut butter
· Jelly
· Crackers
· Ketchup
· Mustard
· Sugar
· Instant mashed potatoes
· Pasta
· Pizza sauce
· Hamburger helper
· Spaghetti sauce
· Canned fruit
· Cake mix & frosting
· Macaroni and cheese
· Tissues
· Dish soap
· Laundry detergent
· Paper towels
Toilet Paper

· Toothbrush
Thank you for helping stock the food pantry shelves and support our community with no tricks, just
treats!

Breakfast and Lunch Menus
As you know, all reimbursable breakfasts and lunches will remain
free for the 2021-2022 school year, as part of a waiver with the
United States Department of Agriculture. Breakfast will be served
each day at Epworth Elementary between 7:50 and 8:20.
Click here to access the most up-to-date lunch and breakfast menus

Angel Tree Program
The Angel Tree Program is offering assistance in providing Christmas
gifts to families with children 13 years old and younger. The volunteers in
the Angel Tree program are aware that there are families feeling a lot of
financial stress as the holidays approach. If you or someone you know
could use this help, please call Mickey Kelchen @ 563-543-7031 or Carol
Ludwig @ 563-599-0428.

2021-2022 WDCSD Calendar
Click here or on the image to access and download the Western
Dubuque Community School District calendar for the 2021-2022
school year.

Arrival and Dismissal Times
The earliest students can arrive to school is 7:50 AM. Once students
arrive, they will take their belongings to their lockers and head to the
cafeteria or designated waiting area before being dismissed to class at
8:10. Students arriving after 8:25 AM are considered tardy. Additional
details can be found on our website.
We have two dismissal shifts in the afternoon. The first shift is dismissed at 2:55 PM and the second
shift is dismissed at 3:10 PM.
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Second Shift (late bus riders, walkers, car pick-up, and Y-Care): 3:10 PM

Important Upcoming Dates
Thursday, October 28: Trick or Trunk (6:00-6:45 PM)
Tuesday, November 9: Parent/Teacher Conferences (Virtual)
Thursday, November 11: Parent/Teacher Conferences (Virtual)
Friday, November 12: End of First Trimester (2 Hour Early
Dismissal)
Monday, November 15: No School (Teacher In-service)
Tuesday, November 23: School-Wide Pizza Party (additional
details to come)
Wednesday, November 24: No School (Teacher Comp. Day)
Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26: No School
(Thanksgiving Holiday)
Wednesday, December 22: 2-Hour Early Dismissal
Thursday, December 23-Sunday, January 2: No School (Winter
Break)

2021-2022 WDCSD Fee Schedule
Click here or on the image to access and download the Western Dubuque
Community School District 2021-2022 fee schedule.

Connect with Us!
Facebook

@epworthelem

You can find all kinds of ways to connect with us below. If you are
interested in receiving text message updates, please text 81010 and
enter the code(s) for your child's grade level(s). *Please know we
have transferred these groups from last school year and there may
be some adjustments that need to be made to make sure everyone is
where they need to be. For example, if you were in the third grade
group last year, you have automatically been moved to the fourth
grade group. Mr. Butler can answer questions related to this.
5th Grade: ees5th2022
4th Grade: ees4th2022
3rd Grade: ees3rd2022
2nd Grade: ees2nd2022
1st Grade: ees1st2022
Kindergarten: eesk2022
Transitional Kindergarten: eestk2022
Preschool: eesps2022
201 Jacoby Drive East, Epworth,…

dan.butler@wdbqschools.org

(563) 876-5514

wdbqschools.org/epworthelem…

