Epworth
Elementary School
September 2021 Newsletter

Principal's Message
Dear Families,
The school year is off to a successful start and we are very excited about
what the year has in store for us.
Thank you for the generous support that was provided for the 7th
Annual PTO sponsored Walk-a-Thon at Epworth Elementary. This event
was incredibly successful, as nearly $22,000 was raised by students,
staff, and community members. This event has generated more than
$110,000 in the seven years that it's been hosted. The money raised has
been directed toward the purchase of additional instructional materials
including iPads and other pieces of instructional technology, classroom supplies, field trips, physical
education clubs, and many other opportunities. This year's event provided beautiful weather and an
incredible experience for our students. Once again, thank you for the tremendous support!
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to be a fluid situation in schools across Iowa, the United States,
and, of course, within the Western Dubuque District as well. There are a number of precautions
Epworth Elementary and the Western Dubuque School District continue to take in order to maintain a
safe environment for students, staff, and community members. Visitors that are not deemed essential
are restricted during regular school hours. We ask when you arrive to pick up your child for an
appointment, etc. that you wait in the vestibule and we will bring your child to you. While more than a
month away, parent/teacher conferences will be held in a virtual format this fall. The dates for
conferences are Tuesday, November 9 and Thursday, November 11. Additional communication will be
coming in the future.
If you are new to Epworth Elementary this year or returning, we hope that you have found our school
to be welcoming and that the first 25 or so days have been successful. We pride ourselves in
establishing positive relationships with all members of our school and work diligently to live by the
following statement: "At Epworth Elementary, we place a high value on people. Positive
relationships with students, colleagues, and families are of the utmost importance. We believe in
genuine communication, while providing a welcoming atmosphere focused on teamwork, growth,
and fun."

Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions, concerns, or whenever you feel necessary
throughout the school year. The best way to reach me is dan.butler@wdbqschools.org or 563-8765514 ext. 7002. We will be most successful this year by keeping the communication lines open to one
another. I am looking forward to a great school year.
Yours in education,
Dan Butler
Epworth Elementary Principal

Homecoming Parade
On Friday, October 1, our students will walk to Center Avenue in Epworth
(weather permitting) to watch the Western Dubuque High School
homecoming parade. We will leave school around 1 p.m. and return
before dismissal time. When the parade has finished all students will
walk back to school with their class.
If you plan to pick your child up before/after the parade, inform their
teacher and the office, kellie.kluesner@wdbqschools.org, before Friday,
October 1. Parents do not need to sign their child(ren) out, we will have them ready at the time you
state, and they will meet you outside when you arrive to the building.
This is a fun and exciting time for our students, and we encourage them to dress in school colors.
Please no face paint or hair color.

Counselor's Corner
Hello Parents/Guardians,
We know that the demands of life can be overwhelming. If ever you
find that your family could use some assistance in locating
resources such as clothing, financial assistance, food, etc., please
contact Mrs. Elsinger or visit https://www.211iowa.org/.
For assistance in feeding your family, Epworth United Methodist
Church can help with their “Backpacks for Hunger” program. Each
week a grocery bag of non-perishable foods will be sent home in
your child's backpack. If you would like to sign your family up for the
"Backpacks for Hunger" program, please complete this form.

Backpacks for Hunger Sign Up Form https://forms.office.com/r/y4YSSMbzr5
Mrs. Carrie Elsinger
Phone: 563-876-5514 ext. 7010
Email: carrie.elsinger@wdbqschools.org

Food Trucks at Epworth Elementary
On Friday, October 1, there will be a variety of food truck options in the
Epworth Elementary parking lot beginning at 4:30 PM. Dinger's D'Lite's,
Buenie Bottoms, Food's Here Mobile, and Elle and Becks Gelato will be
onsite to provide food before the big Homecoming game at Western
Dubuque High School. We invite you to come out and enjoy some great
food on what sounds like a beautiful evening! Food will be served until
7:00 PM. 10% of profits from these businesses are being donated to
Epworth Elementary.

Nurse's Notes
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year. I hope that all of you had a
fantastic summer and that the kids are ready to be back in school!
With that being said, I would like to share a little information with
you regarding the health requirements for our students.
First, all preschoolers will need a physical form and immunization
record completed. This also applies to all kindergarten students that
did not attend preschool within the Western Dubuque School
District. The physical form and immunization record need to be
completed by the doctor’s office. If your child has had a physical
within the last year, please contact the doctor’s office and they can
fill out the form without having to make an appointment. If your
child has not had a physical within the last year, contact your
doctor’s office as soon as possible as physical appointments are
difficult to get at this time of the year.
Second, a dental form is required for all kindergarten students only.
If your child has never seen a dentist, now is the time! If they have
been seen recently, please contact them to have the form completed
and return it to the school as soon as possible.
You may drop any forms off in the office or just send them with your
child. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the office
at 876-5514. Thank you!
Jenni Green, RN
School Nurse

October Breakfast and Lunch Menus
Great news! All reimbursable breakfasts and lunches will remain free for
the 2021-2022 school year, as part of a waiver with the United States
Department of Agriculture. Breakfast will be served each day at Epworth
Elementary between 7:50 and 8:20. It is our goal to accommodate all
students who want to eat at school.
October Breakfast Menu
October Lunch Menu

2021-2022 WDCSD Calendar
Click here or on the image to access and download the Western
Dubuque Community School District calendar for the 2021-2022
school year.

Arrival and Dismissal Times
The earliest students can arrive to school is 7:50 AM. Once students
arrive, they will take their belongings to their lockers and head to the
cafeteria or designated waiting area before being dismissed to class at
8:10. Students arriving after 8:25 AM are considered tardy. Additional
details can be found on our website.
We have two dismissal shifts in the afternoon. The first shift is dismissed at 2:55 PM and the second
shift is dismissed at 3:10 PM.
First Shift (early bus riders): 2:55 PM
Second Shift (late bus riders, walkers, car pick-up, and Y-Care): 3:10 PM

Important Upcoming Dates
Tuesday, September 28: Homecoming Dress-Up Day (Favorite
Team)
Wednesday, September 29: Homecoming Dress-Up Day (Color by
Grade) 5th: Red | 4th: Orange | 3rd: Yellow | 2nd: Green | 1st: Blue | K:
Purple | TK and PS: White
Thursday, September 30: Homecoming Dress-Up Day (Mixed
Matched)
Friday, October 1: Homecoming Dress-Up Day (Bobcat Spirit) Please no face paint or hair color
Students will walk to Homecoming Parade with their class
Food Trucks at EES (4:30-7:00 PM)
Monday, October 4: No School (Teacher In-service)
Wednesday, October 6: PTO Monthly Meeting at EES (6:30 PM)
Wednesday, October 20: Picture Retakes
Thursday, October 28: PTO Trick or Trunk Event (additional details to come)
Tuesday, November 9: Parent/Teacher Conferences (Virtual)
Thursday, November 11: Parent/Teacher Conferences (Virtual)
Friday, November 12: End of First Trimester (2 Hour Early Dismissal)
Monday, November 15: No School (Teacher In-service)
Wednesday, November 24: No School (Teacher Comp. Day)
Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26: (No School: Thanksgiving Holiday)

2021-2022 WDCSD Fee Schedule
Click here or on the image to access and download the Western Dubuque
Community School District 2021-2022 fee schedule.

Connect with Us!
Facebook

@epworthelem

You can find all kinds of ways to connect with us below. If you are
interested in receiving text message updates, please text 81010 and
enter the code(s) for your child's grade level(s). *Please know we
have transferred these groups from last school year and there may
be some adjustments that need to be made to make sure everyone is
where they need to be. For example, if you were in the third grade
group last year, you have automatically been moved to the fourth
grade group. Mr. Butler can answer questions related to this.
5th Grade: ees5th2022
4th Grade: ees4th2022
3rd Grade: ees3rd2022
2nd Grade: ees2nd2022
1st Grade: ees1st2022
Kindergarten: eesk2022
Transitional Kindergarten: eestk2022
Preschool: eesps2022
201 Jacoby Drive East, Epworth,…

dan.butler@wdbqschools.org

(563) 876-5514

wdbqschools.org/epworthelem…

